There is no fact in the domain of science that can be isolated from all other facts.
There is, in a word, in the universe of nature a mutual dependence of power on power, and force on force, by which the elision of the smallest factor is precluded in the attainment of a given result. The introduction of a single tone will render discordant the general harmony. It is by the contingent action of each on each that the balance is maintained.
In the human economy this is none the less a fact
There is no organ, no tissue, in which a functional disturbance may not interfere with the general integrity ; and conversely a depreciation of the general tone may be chiefly exhibited in a single structure in which the intensity of morbific action has been centered. In the study of disease the application of more scientific principles and the development of each of the branches of medical and surgical practice have compelled our most faithful workers to limit their labors by arbitrary lines. It is to the unselfish labors of these men that medicine to-day owes the proud position that it now occupies, and if their ultimate reward is not the attainment of sought-for truth, they are at least the daily gleaners of col- Bryant and Mr. Weiss, a man forty-three years of age had suffered with an abscess between the cheek and gum with fistulous openings bursting both within the mouth and externally upon the cheek, and with this rigidity of the jaw. At the suggestion of one of the surgeons the second molar was removed in order that the wisdom tooth, which had not appeared, and which was believed to be at the root of the mischief, might be examined. A part of the crown which was thus rendered visible showed the third molar to be lying horizontally in the jaw. The subsequent extraction of the misplaced wisdom tooth resulted in the complete relief of the patient. Again, in a case of Mr. Kempton's, and quoted by Liston, a young man had suffered with neuralgic pains in the ear for three years, with occasional foetid discharge. The pain seemed to be directed to the last molar which, on examination, was found to be defective and was removed. The aural discharge immediately ceased and the otalgia never reappeared. An exceedingly instructive case is reported in Holme's System of Surgery, in which a lady had been a sufferer for twenty-one years with what had been considered a most unmanageable neuralgia. Together with nervous prostration, was loss of hearing, partial paralysis of the muscles of the eye, and impaired vision. The wisdom tooth was absent, and the periostitis of the second molar indicated the probable impaction of the third. An examination discovered the latter to be lying horizontally in the jaw. The second molar was extracted with immediate relief of all the suffering; a month later hearing and vision had so greatly improved that there was every probability of a complete re-establishment of all the normal conditions.
In this case twenty years of suffering, and that taken from the middle of life, with a consequent depression of the vital powers for the remainder, was the result of a negligent diagnosis ! Another already exceeded the limits of time allotted to me in the have invitation of your committee. I have by no means attempted to deal elaborately with any of the subjects upon which I have touched. My object in these remarks was less to demonstrate the relation which one form of disease may exercise upon another, or the influence which the morbid condition of one organ or tissue may have upon another, than to urge the imperative necessity of studying pathology in all of its manifold relations, and of looking upon disease in such a broad and comprehensive way that by the political economy of co-operation the workers in all the special branches may unite in the evolution of a new pathology, the basis of which is universal truth. When this shall be done, specialism will have accomplished a far higher mission than the development of manual dexterity simply, for it will have woven the threads by which disassociated facts shall be drawn together, apparently antagonistic truths harmonized, and scattered varieties?now perhaps unrecognized?united in the establishment of a far-reaching and comprehensive pathology.?Dental Advertiser.
